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ing up the refrain continually; at that season the whole country
resounds with song from daybreak till evening. Not only
harvesting, but every kind of work has its appropriate tune,
comparable to our sea-shanties. One of the most expressive is
that of the log-carriers. Heavy poplar logs, to be split in hall
for roofing, are borne on men's shoulders. As they march
along, a single voice sings a verse, which is then answered in
chorus by the remainder of the gang. Similarly, when a big
reservoir had to be dug at Leh, an oboe-player and drummer
were engaged all day to give ihe rhythm to the labourers : surely
the requisitioning of serious music for such a use betokens a
high degree of civilization !

At nightfall the messenger returned from the monastery with
a message bidding the pilgrims welcome. He also reported that
the abbot of Likhir was absent in Lhasa, and that the prior had
been left in charge and would do the honours.

Next morning, the party rose at dawn and followed a sandy
track that led away from the river into a small valley between
gravel-strewn downs. Norbu acted as guide with great willing-
ness, for the goal was his family Gompa; two of his brothers
were at that time in residence, the one just ordained Gelong or
full monk, the other a novice still in his early teens. After a few
miles, the path mounted more steeply till it emerged in the
Vale of Likhir, one of the most attractive in all Ladak. It was
a rich expanse of cornland, dotted about with charming home-
steads, each standing in its clump of willows or poplars. Since
every inch of irrigated ground was precious, here, as always,
the road ran in the desert, though close to the margin of
cultivation. It was marked by rows of chortens and mendongs,
on which pious hands had laid innumerable flat stones bearing
the Mani formula: the long chain of Mani walls constituted the
Sacred Way towards the Water-Serpent-Spirits5 abode.

Likhir Gompa stands on a bold eminence commanding a view
of the whole valley: as one approaches it from the direction of
the Indus, there is a break in the curtain of hills to the right,
through which a shimmering panorama of snowy peaks appears,
like an immense diamond tiara. These are the higher portions
oi the Ladak range, mostly attaining about 19,000 or 20,000
feet.

The abbey forms a magnificent architectural pile, terrace
upon terrace, which seems as if it has grown out of the verv